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its members in the common life of the family entail, if there
is to be happiness, the acting towards each other in a helpful
and kindly way. The obligations necessary for the establish-
ment of happiness in these relations are called duties, that
which is due from one to the other. If these duties are not
discharged the family relations become a source of misery,
since the close contacts of the family make the happiness of
each dependent on the treatment of him by the others.
No relation can be entered into between human beings
which does not establish an obligation between them, a
duty of each towards the other. The husband loves the
wife, the wife the husband, and nothing more is needed to
lead each to seek the other's happiness than the intense
spontaneous wish to make the beloved happy. This leads
the one who can give to supply what the other needs. In
the fullest sense, << love is the fulfilling of the law " ;1 there is
no need for the feeling of an obligation, for love seeks ever
to help and to bless, and there is no need for (< thou shall ".
or <( thou shalt not ".

But when a person, moved by love to discharge all the
duties of his relation with another, comes into relation with
those he does not love, how is a harmonious relation with
them to be established ? By recognizing the obligations of
the relation into which he has entered, and discharging them.
The doings which grew out of love in the one case present
themselves as obligations, as duties, in the other, where love
is not present.  Right reason works the spontaneous actions
of love into permanent obligations, or duties, and the love-
emotion, made a permanent element of conduct, is called a
1 Rom. xiii. 10.